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Letter from the Chair

Dear Alumni and Friends,

As we near the holiday season and the end
of 2024, | send you our best wishes from
the Department of Biology. | hope you are
able to use this time to rest and spend
quality time with your family and friends.

We'll be trying our best to do the same after

another semester of hard work and

accomplishments by our students, faculty,
and staff. As we continue to share stories about our work here, | hope you are
motivated to take some time to learn about some of these people and their
successes in research and in the classroom. They continue to demonstrate why
getting a degree in biology from UK is a foundational step in the development of a
career and rewarding life. | am sure that most, if not all, of you will agree with me.




| close with a heads-up for an upcoming announcement in 2025 from Alumni Board
Chair Amy Wilson about a matching campaign drive based on generous donations
from members of our Alumni Board. We are beyond fortunate to have such kind and
supportive alumni, within and outside of the Board, and | thank you all for being
important members of the UK Biology community.

Happy Holidays and best wishes in 2025!

Sincerely,

Dave Weisrock

Professor and Chair

Biology Alumni Board Meets with
Students

During our Annual UK Biology Alumni
Weekend (Friday, October 25, and
Saturday, October 26), our board met
with undergraduate and graduate




students to discuss career experiences
and opportunities!

Drinks and
food with
fellow
Alumni and
members of
the
Department
at the
historic
Thomas
Hunt Morgan
House in
downtown
Lexington.

Check out the photo gallery here!

Annual Thomas Hunt Morgan Lecture Series



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD074YuseXJpg4t1gs8a1OtLS7QfKMnBu1frno1ns35OVvHjKQXkQaQA6X2evL2QTmQQbKmCJLZcoCa82tPjScjzKfSs7m1tJ1D-di4zuGYLDKCvF7C6nQEk5HSZDe6cOrgFYfhADtB2hGt3OXLDm7pLQ%3D%3D%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667558682303%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=84m59BtmpCmmeXYo7FaR4mbPEfJNux9g4hrpCTL%2FJRQ%3D&reserved=0

Pioneer in genetics research to deliver
UK's Thomas Hunt Morgan Lectures

Dr. Joseph Takahashi is a pioneer in applying
forward genetics and positional cloning in
mice to uncover genes related to
neurobiology and behavior. His identification
of the clock genes in both mice and humans
contributed to the understanding of a
conserved circadian clock mechanism in
animals.

Undergraduate Achievements

Undergraduate students, Julianne
Sharpe, biology and Lewis Honors
College junior, and Nikitha
Dharanipragada, neuroscience
and Lewis Honors College senior,



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD0cB0p08cg0zVCMe2_dYxaA3KYj8j67FmBfaXwILMAYnkOCNj6jrgxPcOUn_oKtSvj3zedgnZ3AgBrD6aSYNP2PwtaFDgs3nu2ohal_lZkl55ZyFoItVhkeNOWhxIwA3TyWoORKBbhLiVJL4EYGJpLnCH6TkgjIxYSSQdNMMewIv-OvrtNbEH_9ult8LUAZgdVyZuk6-QKDieKWucgj3o_QeJ6ZTS8hHXi2V2pBDXqHFfRD-_V7FANxzVWe2AfP7acy2NXyBpf0Iu0FPlHiWfWhHDTxOiN8nCVZOLo46QwWnz1ihwIeQXYba4uX23q05Wm%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667558705401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5hK5zonmw2E%2BLBk7ekFyE%2FICvn4jaCLp7BJJwII1cMw%3D&reserved=0

Undergraduate student, Elizabeth
Elliott, named as a Beckman

Scholar!

Click here to read more!

were winners at the 2024 5-Minute
Fast Track Competition!

To learn more about this
competition and see their
presentations, click here!

Undergraduate Spotlights

Meet Hannah Allen, a
biology major with a
minor in chemistry,
from Greenup, KY.

Hannah received the
Ribble Scholar Award,
is the Co-Chair of
Aperture's Publication
and Production
Committee, is a
research ambassador,

Meet Elleena
Depenbrock, a biology
major with a minor in
chemistry, from Hebron,
KY.

Elleena has been on the
Dean's List every year,
been a Residential Advisor
for the past three
semesters, earned the
Emerging Leader Award,

Meet Jaesylin Stephens,
a biology major with
minors in neuroscience
and microbiology, from
Louisville, KY.

Jaesylin recently received
the Biology Summer NSF
REU (Research
Experience for
Undergraduates) with
Duke's PreMiEr Research
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and received the
Kentucky Alumni
Association

Scholarship.

To learn more about
Hannah, click here!

and was awarded a
Gertrude Ribble
Undergraduate
Scholarship for the past
two semesters of research
in Dr. Nicholas
MclLetchie's lab.

To learn more about
Elleena, click here!

Center and the Gertrude
Ribble Undergraduate

Scholarship.

To learn more about
Jaesylin, click here!

Graduate Student Achievements & Spotlights

Meet Cleverson Lima, a biology
graduate student in Dr. Jeramiah Smith's
lab.

Clev recently attended the
International Congress of Entomology

Meet Anjana Subramoniam,
a biology graduate studentin
Dr. Bruce O'Hara's lab.

Anjana recently received the

University of Kentucky

(ICE) in Kyoto, Japan, and his talk was

Graduate Presidential
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selected for one of the Young Scientist Fellowship. This fellowship is

Presentation Awards! only awarded to one graduate
student a year who
demonstrates academic

To learn more about Cley, click here! merit and research
capabilities in their field of
study.

To learn more about Anjana,
click here!

Faculty Achievements & Spotlights

Meet Dr. Madhu Srinivasan, a senior
lecturer in our department.

If Dr. Srinivasan could share one piece
of advice with students, it would be: "No
matter how daunting a task may seem,
as long as you start it early enough and
work step-by-step in a systematic and
careful manner, you will complete it
successfully".

To learn more about Dr. Srinivasan, click
here!
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UK Researcher Part of Team Awarded $12.5 Million NSF Grant to Study
Phenomenon Affecting Agriculture, Cancer

Eighteen scientists have received a combined $12.5 million grant from the National
Science Foundation to establish the Polyploidy Integration and Innovation Institute.

UK Biologist Part of Team Researching Coral Regeneration

A new research project is investigating how coral reefs heal from damage and
withstand environmental threats, particularly those associated with climate
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change. A three-year, $1.3 million grant from the W. M. Keck Foundation is funding
the multicampus collaboration, with UC Santa Barbara (UCSB) leading the effort.

A Tribute to Professor James L. Krupa: Weaving the Tapestry of Life's
Story

For 33 years, Professor Jim Krupa has been much more than an educator —
he has been a master storyteller, weaving the grand narrative of life's
evolution for undergraduate students. As he steps away from the lectern, we
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celebrate a career that has illuminated the complex web of evolution,
sparked curiosity, and inspired wonder in the hearts of young learners.

Meet Dr. Jennifer Osterhage an associate professor in our department and
director of the S-STEM Program.

Dr. Osterhage recently took on an additional role as Director of the Office of
Transdisciplinary Educational Approaches to Advance Kentucky (TEK).
Congratulations, Dr. Osterhage!
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UK Study Explores How Macrophages Regulate Regenerative Healing in Spiny
Mice

A team of researchers at the University of Kentucky and Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital is delving deeper into the science behind how spiny mice can regenerate
lost tissue and using what they learn to trigger regeneration in other types of mice
— advances which one day may be translated into humans.
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Dr. Robin Cooper at the Research + Creative Expo
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Video credit: A student in the Gatton Student Center

£ DclinlE)

Department of Biology | 101 T.H. Morgan Bldg., 195 Huguelet Dr. | | 859-257-4711 |
biology@uky.edu



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD0Hej5PPQNTMxvP5vMYMK24GjCP5NJNLQJompATbv6RTQ0x8eeaXO4atqd-mOwWIgpgUT5y4MVlDAObUOZRZyvcV4dl2TOgn9ZxDwxdi8lBIcKsMTsM2inQwC3kjvhdH2yMsJ_WoHKuSg60HkAeu4o6Rxl3P7yym5N2D7O51wQ3T_UPzuUJnsjuUITaC2yDrbX%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559359308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xGtX%2F77KSSWnbVnPiy46p6TXCJnbYy59TKvBwO3RuQ8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:biology@uky.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD0MN5alOT6ltpLW23fDF4fWgA5lxoSHcoBOIvFDPzgvsavzw_L1lOvPP4FOOxN7moVo-3LMTLaGCD9XT6M4n2fwmHBLJCjuClrOvDDfffp3uE%3D%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559376390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EPNQidYewzlUztFurV%2B6z6woBt5YLQj27PDBipnNJcI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD0YXaUHgzKFEnsNhYQaSPWhh_vaHCEEkhPvM8E5C-yafI3JBCBiyewuYY0eCaXMM6n2B0pFrYbul9imNF9qeCNXQ%3D%3D%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559394195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1h0LvaozjLSFJzn%2BnhmyIwovgat0YeO3Zl%2FvEVQXW8I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD01IrYqlrWOMlXEr3BcQGhkADti8WOYkugdjYZXv4FGZd9DhauSrfuF9hSZIjv6-DyVnH0kAjunATCxwIkPqEMJ9pMXrpoixAGyOSgDBmpW6vx-p2Jpd1h8N2mtp7vz1TCWKMNXdi5-DWCm6AiH_QLjLnDShcda-b-%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559413990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N359yqI7pL95Jx5PEbbXXBNOWnSoq8qUWO4iQ7jrJT8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrf4ghbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015fCNG4MSRI1pUmr1Y6TcYrXtGw3K0vf9CXSHa9lXG80wPa5NFlReZfgg0fsybxD0rK4m5ZKZ77KgPFRtLJ_jvZOHQzg5ngYTqbmUppcGTiJ3QDjzMpQc3SNwBCj9WthjtOtsYd8GCv6Aeb8JEhbZhMwt0VdKbmhfLvtD2le2HOk%3D%26c%3DQ-hUDVsW2maVt6r4DDGdA_6Co3rn52RI53cf5SJbe4Q9dhTokJf-_w%3D%3D%26ch%3Dum7k6XkA59iUSmDQ1TpBjR_zIT80be20wnZdgVbRi5Es92Rla9902g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559437354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EIXI1BoQSHKbaF2WptCkIxS7qCCy4EnHOBCtCEsICII%3D&reserved=0

University of Kentucky | 120 Patterson Drive | Lexington, KY 40506 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvisitor.constantcontact.com%2Fdo%3Fp%3Dun%26m%3D001jFnW5ndGmGUlqki74k7z5w%253D%26ch%3D838cf372-8a86-11ef-aba1-fa163e7f85c6%26ca%3Dafa95d86-6d69-4417-bc30-9935084230ee&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559460288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a2NWJQoVe5b2Qvpmp5noez06GV3nWn%2FjdYwzt3ktY54%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvisitor.constantcontact.com%2Fdo%3Fp%3Doo%26m%3D001jFnW5ndGmGUlqki74k7z5w%253D%26ch%3D838cf372-8a86-11ef-aba1-fa163e7f85c6%26ca%3Dafa95d86-6d69-4417-bc30-9935084230ee&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559483692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tWzuSC0j7W7g7rTRkmFhBSgXHUb9XL93cdTSelH0jyI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.constantcontact.com%2Flegal%2Fcustomer-contact-data-notice&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559505205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s9%2F%2BwiywQe60nHHL%2BFkZHVIKTwpoH300gW4xo04kx6c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.constantcontact.com%2Flanding1%2Fvr%2Fhome%3Fcc%3Dnge%26utm_campaign%3Dnge%26rmc%3DVF21_CPE%26utm_medium%3DVF21_CPE%26utm_source%3Dviral%26pn%3Duky%26nav%3Dafa95d86-6d69-4417-bc30-9935084230ee&data=05%7C02%7Ckristina.morgan%40uky.edu%7C6b7c768fa0e94580156008dd236bac01%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638705667559529673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lOHOJFcWEzwl5gsIwr615Fm0gYUZm0C8y2HSrTbI1rM%3D&reserved=0

