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Message from the Department
Chair

Hello Alumni and Friends,

To say that we are operating in unprecedented
times here at UK is an understatement. Many of
you are probably aware of the recent move by
President Capiluto to remove academic control of
curriculum from the faculty and place it with the
Board of Trustees. Against this backdrop, our

Department and College continue to deal with limited budgets, leading to challenges
in faculty hiring and retention, and with student support in arguably the most
important College on campus for undergraduate and graduate training.
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Yet, in the face of these hardships and challenges, we continue to persevere as a
Department and in our student-focused mission. This year we graduated another
199 Biology majors and another 88 Neuroscience majors. Our graduates leave
armed with training and skills from two of the most powerful and effective degree
programs on campus for workforce readiness and preparation for subsequent
graduate and professional training. Other Colleges on campus try to emulate us, but
we are the model. You know this because you were here and you know what a UK
Biology degree has done for you. Whether you graduated 50 or 5 years ago, this has
been the home of dedicated and passionate faculty, specialists in research and
teaching, all of whom have worked to create the next generation of Biologists and
give them the opportunity to do good for themselves and for the world. Even within
the tumult of this University and the world, we will continue to do so.

If this perspective resonates with you, I encourage you to take time to check out this
issue of the Biology Newsletter. We have good stories to tell and people to meet. If
you’re moved by your time here and our continuing mission, you may consider
donating to our mission. I assure you that both one-time gifts and recurring support
will be put to great use. And if you’ve got some extra time on your hands, our
Alumni Board has a lot of planning underway to mobilize and empower our
amazing alumni network to further catalyze the efforts of UK Biology to be the home
for life sciences training in Kentucky.

Sincerely,

Dave Weisrock, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair
Department of Biology
University of Kentucky
david.weisrock@uky.edu
Phone 859-257-2249



Undergraduate Spotlights! To read the full interviews, click here. 

MULTIPLE BIOLOGY AND NEUROSCIENCE STUDENTS
NAMED UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AMBASSADORS

The Office of Undergraduate Research at the University of Kentucky selected
outstanding undergraduates from the College of Arts and Sciences for the
Undergraduate Research Ambassador program. Click here to read more.

The University of Kentucky Lewis Honors College celebrated 304 seniors during its
annual Medal Ceremony held on Thursday, May 2, at the Gatton Student Center
Grand Ballroom. Click here to read more and here for more information on the
Diachun Scholar Award.

BIOLOGY AND NEUROSCIENCE STUDENTS INDUCTED
IN CHELLGREN CENTER STUDENT FELLOWS PROGRAM
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The University of Kentucky Chellgren Center for Undergraduate Excellence
announces the 2024 class of Chellgren Student Fellows. Click here and here for
more information. 

The University of Kentucky Gaines Center for the Humanities has announced the
selection of 12 outstanding undergraduate students for the Gaines Fellowship
Program. Click here to read more. 

Graduate Spotlights! To read the full interviews, click here.
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The College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Kentucky inducted three
alumni and one emeriti faculty into its Hall of Fame on Friday, April 5. Click here
to read more.

Alumni Spotlights! To read the full interviews, click here. 
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Faculty Spotlight! To read the full interview, click here.

Dr. Baskin was also named one of the top 2% world's most-cited researchers! Click
here to read more.

A study by a group of researchers at the University of Kentucky in collaboration
with scientists in four other countries has been published in the prestigious journal
Nature. Click here to read more. 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

The Department of Biology in the College of Arts and Sciences offers students
opportunities to engage in the exciting study of how living systems operate and to
discover who we are in this vast living world. The study of biology tells us where we
came from, and it tells us where we might go as a species. The Department of Biology
is the fulcrum for these endeavors at the University of Kentucky and is committed to
become an even greater part of the intellectual life of this great university.
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Your gift to the Biology Development Fund will provide critical resources to
respond to student needs, attract world-class faculty, and provide innovative
opportunities to enable our students to compete in the global marketplace.

A gift to other funds that support the department can be made online at
www.as.uky.edu/givetoas. By mail, please send to:

UK Philanthropy
P.O. Box 23552
Lexington, KY 40523

For assistance, please contact Debra Gold at 859-257-8124 or
debra.gold@uky.edu.

Department of Biology
195 Huguelet Dr.
Lexington KY 40506-0225

Phone:(859) 257-4711
Email: biology@uky.edu

University of Kentucky College of Arts & Sciences
202 Patterson Office Tower
Lexington, KY 40506-0027

An Equal Opportunity University.
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